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Based in New York City, the experimental music group KIOKU creates a 
new terrain between traditional Asian music and collaborative 
improvisation. The trio consists of Wynn Yamami (taiko and percussion), 
Christopher Ariza (live electronics), and Ali Sakkal (saxophones). 

“KIOKU’s blend of instruments and sensibilities shows their fearless drive 
to explore new musical territories. Unchained to any genre label you 
could find at the record store, they freely explore the textures and 
rhythms of completely unique aural compositions.” 
–Steve Cooley, Works/San José
  
“KIOKU truly captured the spirit of innovation, blurring distinctions 
between east and west, tradition and experimentation. Their 
performance was a unique visual and aural experience that fused Asian 
folk traditions, high-modern classicism and contemporary electronic 
experimentation.” 
–David DiVincenzo, The Noguchi Museum

“On Both Far and Near, you will find rolling fountains of percussive 
rhythms accented with articulate precision, harmonically rich free jazz 
sax playing, all while sheets of electronic textures captivate the spirit and 
engage the mind of the listener. Highly recommended.” 
–Waterloo Records Austin

Their debut CD, Both Far and Near, vividly captures their wide array of 
musical sounds. The opening track, “Pinari” is a powerful rush of 
intricate rhythms. Boisterous percussion and high-pitched melodies 
capture the aura of a Japanese festival in “Yatai Bayashi.” Following this 
is a timeless cover of Coltrane’s “The Drum Thing,” reconceived with 
muted mallet hits, cymbals, and gongs. “Binalig” evokes an unknown 
sound world, but returns to a rhythmic and funk-inspired groove. The 
raw sounds of “Miyake” will transport you to a lonely beach, meditative 
and powerful at the same time. And the finale, “Spirits 16” is one of the 
most elegant pieces you’ll ever hear. Both Far and Near is a 
completely unique musical vision, perfectly balanced between repose 
and intensity.

www.kiokugroup.com
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